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Abstract 
The purpose of this research was to investigate the effectiveness of using video blog 
to teach speaking of recount texts to Year-10 students of SMA Negeri 5 Pontianak in 
Academic Year 2017/2018. The research was conducted to solve some problems in 
teaching speaking about recount text. The problems were most students lack of topic 
consistency, fluency and accuracy during speaking performance. It was a pre-
experimental study with a single group pre-test post-test design. The sample was 
Year -10 students that consisted of 36 students. The data was collected using 
measurement technique in term of spoken test. Then, this research is analyzed by t-
test which the t-test (14.83) were higher than the t-table 36 (1.697) in level 0.05. The 
data were also analyzed by using Effect Size (ES) to find how effective this medium. 
The research finding showed that the effect size of the treatment was 2.37 (2.37>0.8). 
It was categorized as very strong. Therefore, the alternatif hypotheses (Ha) which 
stated “using video blog is significant to teach speaking of recount texts on the tenth 
grade students of SMA N 5 Pontianak in academic year 2017/2018” was accepted.  
Key Words: Video Blog, Recount Text, Speaking. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Teaching speaking skill in English as 
foreign language (EFL) class is important. The 
success of learning a language is often 
measured by how well the students can 
communicate the language. In speaking skill, 
the students need to express their idea and 
knowledge in a particular text type. The 
students also need to organize idea based on the 
required generic structure of the text and to 
show accuracy and fluency during speaking 
performance. Many students demonstrated low 
speaking proficiency. Students’ lack of 
linguistic awareness in grammar, 
pronunciation, fluency and control of the 
content.  
Referring to the English syllabus of 
Curriculum 2013, the Year-10 students need to 
study several text types. One of the texts is a 
recount text. Bennet et al. (2013, p.13) refer a 
recount text to a kind of texts to recall an event, 
to inform or entertain the readers. The generic 
structure of recount text covers: (1) orientation, 
where the writer is introducing the background 
information needed to understand the text. e.g 
characters, place and time. (2) events, in which 
the writer is describing the series of event 
typically ordered in chronological order, and (3) 
reorientation, a summary statement whereas the 
writer may states his/her personal comment to 
the story (Bennet et al., 2013, p.16-17). Beside 
the generic structure, students are also taught to 
master the language features of recount texts 
which cover: (1) specific names of the people 
involved in the text. (2) mainly written in simple 
past tense. (3) linking word to do with time. (4) 
many verb or action verb. Nevertheless, based 
on the writer’s preliminary observation, it was 
found that the Year-10 students of SMAN 5 
Pontianak in Academic Year 2017/2018 
encountered problems in spoken recount text.  
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The students’ problems can be identified 
by their lack of accuracy, fluency and control of 
the content during speaking performance. These 
problems resulted in the number of students 
who passed the minimum standard criteria 
achievement (then known as KKM) which is 70. 
The students’ problems in speaking cannot be 
taken for granted. The use of appropriate 
teaching media is needed. 
The majority of teachers still use 
conventional way to teach students. The teacher 
gives a lecture about recount text based on a 
textbook, shows the examples, ask the students 
to make their own recount texts, and performs it 
in front of the class. This old way of teaching 
can be a possible cause of the problems that are 
encountered by students in speaking. Moreover, 
it does not match with today’s technological era 
(Jones, 2016). Hence, the writer was motivated 
to find out a medium that could help EFL 
students to have better opportunities in 
practicing speaking in order to achieve 
maximum outcomes.  
Technological development has been 
dominated in any fields recently. Everything 
will be considered as effective and innovative if 
combined with technology. Moreover, in 
today’s net generation young learners are more 
interested in learning with technology. It 
becomes a habit for young learners to use 
technology such as handphone, laptop, and 
online interactions. In line with this, the writer 
wanted to combine technology with 
conventional teaching and learning process. 
The writer chose video blog as a medium to 
teach speaking recount text. A video blog (vlog 
for short) is a medium in which the content 
creator publishes themselves speaking about 
any topic of their choosing in an online video 
sharing platform. 
Several researchers have conducted 
research about blending video blog and 
classroom interactions. Jones (2016) from 
Northumbria University studied the innovative 
use of micro video blogging in higher 
education. He found students’ advantages in 
using video blog has considerable potential, 
since hosting episodes of micro-video-blogs in 
diverse locations, makes their use attractive and 
enticing to all students. Shih (2010) from 
National Pingtung University studied blended 
learning using video-based blogs. He found that 
video blog could contribute to learning 
effectiveness and student satisfaction if the 
blended model is implemented with suitably 
supportive tools and course plans. As in the 
result of his research method are qualitative and 
quantitative, he showed that video blog enhance 
students’ learning satisfaction by motivating 
them to learn effectively. 
However, those studies were conducted in 
case study and were not controlled studies 
which compare differences between students’ 
score before learning recount text and after 
learning recount text by using video blog. 
Therefore, this research was different from the 
previous research in form of research and the 
chosen video blog that was used as a teaching 
medium. The writer intended to test the 
significance of using video blog for speaking 
recount text. The writer employed pre-
experimental design in conducting this 
research. The aimed of this research was to 
investigate whether using video blog to teach 
speaking recount texts gave significant affect or 
not on the Year-10 Students of SMA N 5 
Pontianak in Academic Year 2017/2018.  
Nowadays video blog has gained its 
existence. Many video bloggers (vloggers for 
short) post their video blogs on YouTube since 
it is an online video sharing platform that 
nowadays becomes the most visited websites on 
the internet (Deakin Learning Futures Teacher 
Development Team, 2014, p.13). It is proved 
since video blog has gained much attention 
worldwide, especially with Google’s 
acquisition of YouTube in November 2006 for 
$1.65 billion (Crawford, 2012). Video blog 
covers what YouTube concerning to, that is to 
share personal contents of each others’ interest. 
Moreover, YouTube provides lots of features 
that accommodate video bloggers to manage 
and depict their video content.  
Video blog has several characteristics that 
can enhance students’ skills including speaking. 
According to Felix & Stolarz (2006, p.17) the 
characteristics of video blog covers: (1) Video 
blogs are thematic. Each video blog has its own 
style, so an appropriate viewer tends to form 
around the video blog. The style is something 
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that differentiates each video blog. (2) Video 
blogs are episodic and permanent. Each video 
blog post has a specific date and time which 
make the viewers easy to follow the (3) Video 
blogs are also more of a conversation than a 
lecture. Vloggers often speaking directly to the 
camera and their viewers. The way they speak 
are young and fresh and the narration are 
engaging. (4) Video blogs are subscribable. 
Each video blog has its own type of viewer it 
targets and they tend to follow every episode. 
Those characteristics can lead students to self-
directed learning since they can freely choose 
which video blog that suits their learning style.  
Video blog can help students to understand 
the lesson being taught easier. Visuals are 
concrete and more easily understood, whereas 
words are abstract and rather difficult for the 
brain to maintain.  Marshall (2002, p. 7-8) cites 
the conclusions of Wiman and Mierhenry 
(1969), extending Dale’s “Cone of Experience,” 
which state that people will generally 
remember: 10% of what they read, 20% of what 
they hear, 30% of what they see, 50% of what 
they hear and see. The illustration can be seen 
below. 
 
 
Figures 1: Illustrative Model of Dale’s Cone 
of Experience 
The illustration above showed that video 
can enhance learning process much better than 
a textbook does. Marshall (2002, p. 9) states that 
video blog creates a sense of existence which 
supports the cognitive and a social presence. It 
helps students get to learn through 
demonstration in which the student can 
experience the content and attach the new 
information to their prior knowledge which 
makes it engaging. These process of 
demonstration make the learning fast. When the 
students are able to understand faster, it can lead 
them to the production of language as the 
desired outcome. Therefore, video blog can be 
an effective medium to be implemented in the 
classroom especially in speaking.  
According to Gardner’s multiple 
intelligences theory, there are eight different 
intelligences: logical-mathematical, linguistic, 
spatial, musical, bodily-kinesthetic, 
interpersonal, intrapersonal and naturalistic in 
which will influence one’s ability to learn 
(Gardner, 2011, p.29). These variations of 
intelligence make students possess different 
learning style and teachers need to choose 
teaching media that can reach a board range of 
students’ intelligences. Traditional textbook 
and lecturing only attract students which 
possess linguistic intelligence. However, using 
video blog can appeal to a variety of intelligence 
(Greenberg and Zanetis, 2012, p. 19). Thus, 
video blog is one of great medium that is very 
important in education. 
There are many positives outcomes that 
every English teacher can harness from video 
blog in teaching speaking. Greenberg and 
Zanetis (2012, p. 5) state that video blog is an 
essential medium since it enables students to 
replay, rewind, stop, fast-forward the video 
until they fully understand the content. By 
having more control towards the lesson, 
students’ involvement and motivation will be 
increased. Moreover, video blog gives new 
enjoyment experience for the teacher and 
students. It allows students to directly learn 
from experts without leaving school. 
Furthermore, it can lead students to become 
global citizens because it enables them to 
connect with other students and teachers across 
the world, exchanging information, experience 
their culture, language and learning from each 
other while obtaining greater understanding and 
respect towards different ideas and values 
(Greenberg and Zanetis, 2012, p. 21).  
10% of 
what they read
20% of what 
they hear
30% of what they see
50% of what they hear and see
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Based on the theory and facts explained 
above, the writer intended to test the 
significance of using video blog for speaking 
recount text. The writer employed pre-
experimental design in conducting this 
research. The aimed of this research was to 
investigate whether using video blog to teach 
speaking recount texts gave significant affect or 
not on the Year-10 Students of SMA N 5 
Pontianak in Academic Year 2017/2018. 
 
METHOD 
The research of this study employed pre-
experimental design. Creswell (2014, p.220) 
divides pre-experimental design into one-shot 
case study, one group pre-test and post-test 
design, and static group comparison. The writer 
used One group Pre-test and Post-test design in 
conducting this research. The purpose of this 
design is to know the students’ basic score 
toward the subject in pretest and to determine 
whether the treatment give any effect on the 
outcome by assigning posttest. Thus, the writer 
chose this design to find the effect of video blog 
for all students in the class before and after the 
treatment applied. According to Creswell 
(2014, p.220), the design of this research is 
represented as follows: 
 
Table 1: One Group Pre-Test And Post-Test 
Design 
 
 The population for this research is the all 
year-10 students in SMA Negeri 5 Pontianak 
Academic Year 2017/2018. There are ten 
learning groups. The number of students in each 
learning groups is 36 students. The way to pick 
the sample of this research was by using cluster 
sampling of ten learning groups. These learning 
groups share the same criteria as they use the 
same books, same time allocation, and being 
taught by the same teacher. The sample 
included one learning group, X IPA 5, as they 
represent the entire population that has the same 
problem in speaking. 
In this research, the writer used 
measurement technique to measure students’ 
speaking recount text performance. The 
measurement was done for both pretest and 
posttest. The writer used statistical data to 
measure the result of both pretest and posttest. 
Then, the writer presented the result of students’ 
outcome and effect size toward the treatment.  
The data is gained by speaking test which 
was held twice in pre-test and post-test. The tool 
of measurement technique in this research was 
speaking test. The test was held twice in pretest 
and posttest. The test was about to perform a 
simple recount text about Indonesia’s hero. 
Then, the writer gave the treatment to the 
students. After that, the writer assigned the 
posttest. The students’ result from pretest and 
posttest were compared to show the outcomes 
after the treatment.  
In order to measure the validity of the test, 
the writer used content validity. In this research, 
the writer provided detail conceptual definition 
for each item that was measured. Hence, the 
writer made a table of specification based on the 
curriculum 2013 requirements of retelling 
recount story as a guide to make scoring rubric 
in order to measure the validity of the test. The 
assessment will be following some criteria 
namely; (1) content, it covers the organization 
of the speakers’ idea in recount form (2) 
accuracy, it covers the correctness of 
pronouncing words and grammar (3) fluency, it 
covers the absence of hestitation and smooth 
use of connected speech related with time. 
Another tool of data collection, the writer used 
audio recording to support the writer’s 
judgement in giving the score to students’ 
speaking performance.  
Furthermore, the result was obtained using 
t-test and effects size. The writer analyses the 
difference of pre-test and post-test in speaking 
of recount text to determine the significance 
after the students being treated using video blog 
by t-test.  After obtaining the t-test, the writer 
found how significant the difference of pre-test 
and post-test after being treated by video blog 
by using effect size formula. Then, the result of 
the ES computation was classified according to 
Muijs’ (2004, p.145) classification of effect 
size.  
 
Table 2: Classification Of Effect Size 
Pretest Treatment Posttest 
O1 X O2  
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Findings 
There was a significant difference in 
students’ achievement after the treatment. It is 
shown by the students’ post-test score was 
higher than the students’ pre-test score.  
 
 
Figures 2: Students’ Mean Score Pre-test 
And Post-test 
 
Pretest was given to find out the students’ 
ability in speaking recount text before the 
treatment was implemented. In this step, the 
writer asked the students to make 2 minutes 
monolog speech of recount text about a national 
hero biography. Students’ speaking 
performance was recorded before being scored 
by the writer. In this this research, the writer 
chose biographical recount text as the material. 
It was chosen based on the consideration that 
the material based on standard competency. The 
example of text was about BJ Habibie. The 
material itself was prepared by the writer by 
adjusting the level of students’ English 
proficiency. 
The sum of the students’ score of pre-test 
(O1) was 2239 with the mean score 62.19 which 
meant that they did not pass the minimum 
standard criteria achievement (then known as 
KKM) which is 70.  
After the pre-test was assigned, the next 
step was implementing the treatment. The 
treatment aimed to assist students in speaking 
recount text through video blog. First, the writer 
played a video blog about someone who retells 
a biographical recount of Indonesia’s hero. 
Second, the writer taught the students about 
recount text, its generic structure and its 
language features according to the video blog. 
Third, the writer explained about three aspects 
of speaking such as content, accuracy, and 
fluency that have to be mastered by the students 
in order to have great speaking performance. 
Then, the writer helped students in training their 
speaking performance on retelling recount text 
and they have to perform the text. The students 
showed great attention and enthusiasm during 
teaching and learning process using video blog. 
Post-test was the last step in conducting 
this research. The writer gave the students the 
same instruction as in the pre-test that was to 
retell 2 minutes monolog speech of recount text 
about a national hero biography. Students’ 
speaking performance was recorded before 
being scored by the writer. From the post-test, 
the writer compared the score with the pretest 
score to find out the effectiveness of the 
medium. The sum of the students’ score of post-
test (O2) is 2837 with the mean score 78.80 
which meant that they have passed the 
minimum standard criteria achievement 
(78.80˃70). It meant that the students’ 
achievement after treatment was better than 
before the treatment was given.  
The calculation of t-test indicates 14.83. To 
know how likely the writer is to be right or 
wrong in rejecting the null hypothesis, the 
research needed to set the probability level. 
Creswell (2014, p.212) stated that convention 
suggests a level of significance can be set at 
0.05 where there are 5 chances in 100 of being 
wrong and 95 chances in 100 of being right. 
Thus, the writer set the probability level at 0.05. 
Based on the above t-test formula, the t-
obtained value that the writer got is 14.83. The 
writer checked the t-distribution table of 
significance (t-table) 5% with degree of 
freedom (df) = N1 -1, the writer found: df = 36 – 
62.19
78.8
0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90
Pre-test Post-test
Effect Size Qualification 
0 - 0.1 Weak  
0.2 - 0.3 Modest  
0.4 - 0.5 Moderate 
0.6 - 0.8 Strong  
> 0.8 Very strong 
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1 = 35. Since the result of df was 35, then the t-
table value is 1.697 at 0.05 level. It means t-
value was bigger than t-table (14.83>1.697). 
The significant difference can be interpreted 
that the students’ achievement in speaking of 
recount text was significant after being taught 
by video blog. 
After obtaining the t-test, the writer has to 
find how significant the difference of pre-test 
and post-test after being treated by video blog 
in teaching speaking of recount text by using 
effect size formula. The score of effect size is 
2.37. By referring to Muijs (2004, p. 145) 
criteria in deciding effect size (see table 7, p.33) 
the result obtained is more than 0.8 (ES> 0.8) 
which is considered as very strong effect size. It 
can be concluded that the application of video 
blog is very strongly affected students’ 
speaking achievement in recount text. 
 
Discussion 
The writer administered pre test to the 
sudents to know students prior achievement  in 
speaking of recount text. after analyzing 
students’ pre test, the writer found most of the 
students could not pronounce words correctly 
and spoke with hesitation. By considering the 
pre test result and students’ condition in 
lesrning text types; they were hard to perform a 
recount text. It became the consideration for the 
writer to apply Video Blog.  
The writer intended to give the students 
thirty minutes to practice speaking. However, 
most of the students asked to give additional 
time to practice their speech. Although the 
writer already given ten minutes additional 
time, some of them still said they were not ready 
yet. Then, the writer decided to call the students 
randomly. For anyone who got called he/she 
should perform their speech. This condition 
caused the students did not have sufficient time 
to perform. Thus, the writer have to use their 
break time to finish performing their speech. 
Most of the students still looked timid 
when they asked to perform speaking. They 
could not speak clearly since they tended to 
mispronounce some words. They also made 
some mistakes in constructing past tense and in 
using connectives related to time. In delivering 
their speech, they often hesitate, nervous and 
stumbling. Moreover, they spoke with 
unstructured events even though the direction of 
the test was clear. It was because of their lack of 
vocabulary and pronounciation mastery. It 
made them afraid to speak. 
In the next meeting, the writer gave 
treatment to students by providing a video blog 
about BJ Habibie. During the the process of 
giving the treatment, it was found that class 
condition was alive. The students’ involvement 
was also high and they showed great attention 
to the lesson. The students showed great 
attention and enthusiasm during teaching and 
learning process using video blog. It could be 
seen from the students’ participation in retelling 
a biography of Mohammad Hatta. They were 
actively participated in practicing speaking with 
the video blog as guidance for them to deliver 
their speech. Marshall (2002, p. 9) states that 
video blog creates a sense of existence which 
supports the cognitive and a social presence. 
Therefore, it helps students get to learn through 
demonstration in which the student can 
experience the content and attach the new 
information to their prior knowledge which 
makes it engaging. 
All of students showed great 
improvements compared to the pre-test. It is 
because today’s students like to use technology, 
so they will be interested in learning if they can 
use the tools they like. Hung & Huang (2015) 
claim that technology is a great tool in order to 
improve the teaching and learning results 
provided, if it is used appropriately. In this 
research, video blog serves as helpful tools that 
can facilitate students to learn effectively. 
Lesson can be accessed easily which make it 
interesting for the students. They are able to 
explore an abundance learning materials by 
taking advantage of the features that YouTube 
has provided. Moreover, students can view, 
rewind and replay the video blog until they fully 
grasped its essence. It makes students more 
confident in learning because they have more 
control over their own learning pace. 
The writer realized that each medium must 
have strength and weakness. For video blog as 
a teaching medium, the strength found by the 
writer in speaking of recount text are : (1) This 
medium enhance students to learn through 
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demonstration about how to deliver speech 
effectively. (2) Video blog highly assisted 
students to understand the aspects of speaking 
that they have to possess and apply during their 
speech. (3)The students were excited to practice 
speaking by referring to the video blog as a 
model. 
As Greenberg and Zanetis (2012, p. 5) state 
that video blog is an essential medium since it 
enables students to replay, rewind, stop, fast-
forward the video until they fully understand the 
content. Moreover, they said that by having 
more control towards the lesson, students’ 
involvement and motivation will be increased. 
Video blog helps students to express their idea 
effectively. Students can open the video blog on 
their smartphone and make it as guidance in 
delivering speech. 
Furthermore, video blog is recommended 
to be used in speaking of recount text because it 
changes students’ attitudes from being passive 
students into active students. This medium also 
help to make students’ speech heard better in 
retelling the biographycal recount about 
Mohammad Hatta. They told what the speech 
was about, the orientation, series and 
reorientation by correct grammar and 
pronunciation. For the teacher, this medium can 
helps the teacher to explain the material easily. 
Teacher could use the video blog as alternative 
way to enhance students’ learning experience in 
speaking of recount text particularly relating to 
their control of the content, accuracy and 
fluency. 
Aside from the strengths, video blog also 
has some weaknesses. The video was not from 
the native speaker which make it less authentic. 
However, it could be covered by teacher’s good 
preparation in explaining words from the 
medium. Nugroho and Hafrizon (2009, p.6) 
state that teacher’s role in the learning process 
is to introduce the text, its purpose and features, 
and lead students in the creation of texts, 
through scaffolding process. Thus, teacher 
should be sensible on building students’ interest 
in the media used, introduce selected 
vocabulary, developed some background 
knowledge, and provided understanding to 
retell a biography. Another weakness during 
conducting the research was the students said 
that the person in the video was talking too 
fluent which made them difficult to remember 
how to pronounce the words. Still, this problem 
could be tackled by one of the features of a 
video blog that is playback speed or rewinding 
the video and the teacher’s explanation 
afterward. 
Regarding to the discussion above, it can 
be concluded that the use of video blog is 
significant to Year-10 students of SMA N 5 
Pontianak in Academic Year 2017/2018. From 
the computation of effect size, the writer 
obtained 2.37 which was categorized as “very 
strong” based on Muijs’ criteria. Thus, the 
writer concluded that the use of video blog to 
teach speaking of recount text significant to 
Year-10 students of SMA N 5 Pontianak in 
Academic Year 2017/2018 was very strongly 
significant. 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Referring to the research findings and 
discussion on the previous chapter in this 
research, there was a significant difference in 
students’ achievement after the treatment. It is 
shown by the students’ post-test score was 
higher than the students’ pre-test score. The sum 
of the students’ score of pre-test (O1) was 2239 
with the mean score 62.19 which meant that 
they did not pass the minimum standard criteria 
achievement (then known as KKM) which is 70. 
Whereas, the sum of the students’ score of post-
test (O2) is 2837 with the mean score 78.80 
which meant that they have passed the 
minimum standard criteria achievement 
(78.80˃70). It meant that the students’ 
achievement after treatment was better than 
before the treatment was given.  
The video blog helps students to express 
their ideas effectively. Their involvement was 
also high and they showed great attention 
during teaching and learning process. The 
implementation of video blog highly assisted 
students to understand the aspects of speaking 
that they have to possess and apply during their 
speech. This media also increased students’ 
enthusiasm which made them did not feel 
burden to speak up. Furthermore, teaching by 
using video blog has very strong effect in 
speaking of recount text to Year- 10 Students of 
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SMA N 5 Pontianak in Academic Year 
2017/2018. It was shown by the calculation of 
effect size of the treatment (ES). 
 
Suggestion 
Based on the conclusion above, the 
researcher provided some constructive 
suggestions as follow. The writer recommends 
the SMA Negeri 5 English teacher to apply 
video blog in teaching speaking of recount text. 
It can enhance learning process much better 
than a textbook or teacher’s explanation does 
since it helps students get to learn through 
demonstration. It makes the students can 
experience the content and understand faster. 
The only thing that the teacher should pay 
attention to is ensuring that the chosen video 
blog are aligned with the expected learning 
outcomes and are appropriate for the students. 
Moreover, the SMA Negeri 5 English teacher 
should blend the traditional learning with 
multimedia, so the students’ can experience 
learning directly from experts whenever and 
wherever they are. Furthermore, the suggestions 
for the next researcher who have any intention 
to apply this medium to different kinds of text 
which are appropriate with its characteristic and 
school curriculum. In the future, the researcher 
hope the content of media will be upgraded with 
more various design and materials. 
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